
 



 



  



 

  



 

 

  



  



  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Siv3MQcHrq8 

Explain: Saint John Paul II said that “We are an Easter people and Alleluia is our song!” At 

Easter we celebrate the joy of Jesus’ Resurrection and of God’s invitation to live with Him in 

Heaven forever! But Easter is more than just one day! It is actually the longest liturgical season 

we have in the Church. The Easter season is fifty days long and officially begins at the Easter 

Vigil (the night before Easter Sunday). Ask: Why is Easter the longest liturgical season? Answer: 

One day for Easter would never be enough for us to celebrate all the joy of the Resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead! For when He died and rose (and ascended to the Father), 

Jesus opened the gates of Heaven, so that when we die, we too, by the Lord’s good grace, can 

go to Heaven and be with God. Easter is a most important and glorious time! Explain: During 

the Easter Season, for fifty (50) days we live the joy of Jesus’ Resurrection and God’s invitation 

to us to live with Him in Heaven forever! Ask: What are the first eight days of Easter called? 

Answer: The first eight days of Easter is called the Easter Octave, and all eight days are 

celebrated as Solemnities (the most solemn or greatest of feast days).  

https://youtu.be/AtfEa4_QQLc  

Ask: What does the word “Gospel” mean? Answer: Good News! Ask: What do you think the 

Good News is? (hint: It is written in our Creed) Answer: Jesus Christ was crucified, died, was 

buried, and rose again from the dead, ascending forty days later into Heaven. Jesus did this so 

that our sins could be forgiven— so death could not hold us as it could not hold Him. Jesus 

saved us; He rescued us from our sins (and from the grasp of the devil and death), becoming 

the way to Heaven, that we might live with God and those we love forever. This is the Good 

News, the Gospel! It is called the Good News (Gospel) of Jesus’ Paschal Mystery (His Passion, 

Death, Resurrection, and Glorious Ascension), which is the whole reason God the Father sent 

His Son Jesus to us. God so loved the world… (Jn 3:16). In Jesus, we know we are beloved by 

God!  



 





 

 

Explain: We have learned about the Good News (Gospel) of Jesus’ Paschal Mystery, the 

Resurrection, and the Easter season. Today we will reflect on Jesus’ Divine Mercy. To do this we 

have to look at two stories. The first story is about the piercing of Jesus on the Cross and the 

power of the blood and water which flowed from his side. The second is about when, in 1931, 

Jesus appeared to a simple religious sister. He told her to tell everyone that the blood and 

water that flow from His side is from His Heart and is a source of mercy for the whole world.  

 Explain: An early tradition identifies St. Longinus as the centurion who, when ordered to break 

the legs of Jesus when He was already dead on the cross, chose not to do it. Out of compassion 

for Mary, Jesus’ mother who stood at the foot of the cross and had already seen her Son suffer 

so much, Longinus instead pierced the side of Our Lord with his lance or spear (the Gospel of 

John includes the account of the piercing of Christ’s side). The lance reached into the Heart of 

Jesus. When he pulled it out of Christ’s side, blood and water poured out, as noted in John’s 

Gospel. According to early tradition, Longinus, who was nearly blind at the time, was 

miraculously healed when some of the blood and water fell onto his eyes. It was then that he 

exclaimed “Indeed, this was the Son of God!” (see Mark 15:39— the tradition identifies 

Longinus as the centurion who exclaimed these words in Mark’s Gospel). Not only were St. 

Longinus’ eyes healed, but his soul was healed as well!  

Read: John 19:31-37, The Blood and Water  



Many Church Fathers taught that the Church was born from the pierced Heart of Jesus on the 

Cross—the blood and water signifying the sacraments instituted by Christ and celebrated by 

the Church, through which the Lord’s mercy and grace are poured out upon the world. 

 St. Longinus believed in Jesus, left the army, and was taught about Jesus by the Apostles. He 

became a monk and lived a life of holiness, never forgetting the great love and mercy that God 

had shown him. Later, he became one of the early Christian martyrs and died for his love for 

Jesus Christ. Today, the lance that Longinus used to pierce the side of Jesus is contained in one 

of the four pillars over the altar in the Basilica of St Peter’s in Rome.  

St. Faustina who was the religious sister to whom Jesus appeared in 1931. He told her to make 

an image of His mercy and to tell the whole world that He wanted to pour out His mercy on all 

people, just like He had done for St. Longinus. Jesus also gave Faustina a special prayer called 

the Divine Mercy Chaplet. When we pray this 

chaplet, God makes us four promises. 

In addition to praying the chaplet, Jesus also 

asked that we go to confession and receive Holy 

Communion nine (9) days before or after the 

Feast of Divine Mercy. 

https://youtu.be/cEbDRfbiAdU 

https://youtu.be/PRJyLb-MAFU 

https://youtu.be/PLEN7gZ67F0 

 

https://youtu.be/cEbDRfbiAdU
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